Times may be tough
but hold on to your
dreams. Jane Ng
meets a spunky
26-year-old who
gave up a stable
career in journalism
to be a dog-trainer.

B2 WOMANS WORLD

rwas i leap ol faith o angie Tan
It|11|u|| her jub as g weh iul1|.‘:u|i'-l

tor ecomme a dhog-traines, but she
las no regrets about the deciskon,
Prompred by her passton for dogs,
shie is today Singapone's Ofst canine
Behavbour cownselor, certificd by il
Assascration of Campanson
Aninial Behaviour Coamsellors in the
United siates

Bl Angie 15 e osbinury dog-

prainir she doesn’t use cloke cliains
o compalsion in her icaching
miethcls, Instead, sbie s a ploncer
practitioner in the exclosive we of
monsiobend and nestivariodal
techiniiguacs

POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT
*Hasically, i s a form of wraining
wikicl rewards good belaviour and
lgnoges b behaviour 18 lets the dog
think a 1ot meere as i bas o e oot
how to get the rovwsiml,” sivs Aagic,
wiko founded Puppylove, a dog
abedicnoe Trning b,

Mosdeled aiver e lest
technigues practised in Morl
America win] Europe, ihe meethaod
fmes on instructing the desg on
waat i plght. muhaer than constanily
correeling it o dodng thie weong,
things. Conditioning is done by
reindoreing desired Behaviours using
prraises and reaes This humane



o] o trainings diges s beoi
applicd to the teaching of children, as
well as a wide variety of animels
inchuling cags, hinds, harses and
dolphins.

Iy commprarison, the age-ohd
methodd of using choke chains is like
rote-learming. When the o
mishehuves, the erainer palls at thie
choke chain bat when the dog doces
ke rige chiamge. tiere is oa positive
reinforrenent expluns Angie,

USEFUL METHOD

Eachy vearn many dogs are given up
ar alxmdoned by owners who do
ok amiderstand noemeal cinine
Beliaviour, says e voung [ass,

Ahie hapes Pappylove can help
culucare dog lovers alout ow diggs
think, and teach thens how e
cobuntcale nore effectively with
thelr canine Mrcimls.

“somctimes owners can't cope
with dhogs that lave beloviourad
problems such as excessive harking,
appression and hyperactiviey They
iy then wse force o the dog wldch
izes i actually solve ithe problem.”
s Anghe.

“In e case of aggressive dogs,
compulsion technbgues worsen ta:
condition by increasing the fevel of
agieressiody, rather than rehabiliciting
the dog. The non-vielent motvarional
technigues we practise can help
oWRees in arcis where teaditional

cugnpalsivn motlods do et
she adds,

T mapgnessive meiliod
acbvocaied by Angle may also save e
caniie Tromy death in sonse inskances.
“Findeng o new Iome for naughy
dogs with beluviourl profloms is
not easy and beoause of this,
cutluanisia is allen considercad,” By
acconding 1o her, this can acnzally e
prevented i dig ovwners are willing
and able tor imvess the necessary rime
i commsieea o L ke dog

Unider thue direction of anlmal
beehivieir spevialist Bobert Defrmnco,
shie grachesied from thse Andmal
Bheliivior Coenter of Xow York, Unbed
States, The course cost Angie
whaopping 53001, biat 1o her, =it was
msey wellapent ™.

1 learn aboant the history of dogs,
Twrw the differcnt breeds coume abwein,
it Teoty po Bl diyg disorders. [ weis
aviluable experience. savs Angle,
whior s alsao studicd wnder inter-
natinnally renowmed veterinarian anad
arvinial belwaviourist, P lan Doanbar [n
ceturn, sl puins leer acquiired
knoledpe oo ol use by olferg
advioe to dogy osvaiers thoomgh an
anline columin called “Ask ghe €807
which can e accessed through her
wrhsite, woarw, puppybove, com

A PERSOMAL TOUCH

Tov ensure irbning s eff@cive, and
thiat bl baendler and dog receive the
augernbbon ey deserve, class sivcs anc
dlvways lemieed o waol more tlan foar
diogs per sesston “We make i0a poant
o beriter understand our studeanes by
taking a detailed case history of each
indhividual dosg even beloeme any formal
iraining starts,” savs Angle,

B, s with mesdifying bcabits in
Toancens, thene is no magic-pill
salwion when dealing with
hehavicnaral [mjhf.r.'m-. IT1} I.Jr_rg_lg. *Each
case [am sked fo consudt on s
unbgue, | loak ap tlie beluvioos
clesin i treatincne plio Gor e diogs”
crregivers jo implemens. Frogmess
coines in vercimicnal Seps over
tmie.” she adds

I is gmporsant o coscl the owner
Ty i effectively communicare with
thetr dhisgd vsing voice contel, hansd
signals and boady Linguage. explains
Angle 1 alen tell iy students that
we frain with aur bedn. nod our
hrawn. Limdortumately, as the desmioane
spiches, humans have o el
tenibieney towarids using compulsion
whoen tragning dops”

However, she believes tha training
it alaor comie ab pny fimae of the day;
nid mat juesa Jormnally” Even wlicn
berineging vour dog ous (o 3owalk, you
can reinforee swlat was leamt in
Class” Al Blen is wicn she does for
bier o s, sins dangsie, whie luis
[asiar s @i four thises an hoane =
three are beagles and one 5 @ Bonder
Collie.anad if you weee wondering, mi,
thiey o nan bave any problens lving
tagether ot abl - o aller going
thrngh obedience instrsction.

As for s, shie las found her
chream jobr in Puppylove. " Um lapgpcr
irkining clogs. | o't mcally see it as a
posdy Beecanse | lowve i1 and am enpoyimg
every modment of in” 1)
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